The Ottoman Turks first appeared in the early 13th century, subjugating
Turkish and Mongol bands pressing against the eastern borders of
Byzantium and making the Christian Balkan states their vassals. They
gradually spread through the Near East and Balkans, capturing
Constantinople in 1453. At its height, the Ottoman Empire stretched
from the Persian Gulf to western Algeria. Lasting for 600 years, the
Ottoman Empire was not only one of the most powerful empires in the
history of the Mediterranean region, but it generated a great cultural
outpouring of Islamic art, architecture, and literature.

146 BC – 330 AD

Treaty of alliance between Byzantium and Rome. In 133 BC King Attalus of Pergamum dies without an heir
and bequeaths his kingdom to Rome. Anatolia is annexed to Rome and becomes the province of Asia.
330 – 1045

Constantine the Great, becomes Emperor of the eastern part of the Roman empire, and chooses
Byzantium as his capital. On May 11, 330, the city is officially re-founded. While Asia Minor is already
partially converted to Christianity following the travels of St. Paul, it is only under Constantine that
Christianity becomes a legalised and official religion of the Roman/Byzantine empire. The fall of Rome
confirms the importance of he eastern capital, now known as Constantinople. From the 7th century
onwards, the Byzantine empire waxes and wanes under pressure from Arab advance.
1045 - 1453

Nomadic Seljuk tribes move into Anatolia and set up an empire straddling the Middle East. In 1204
Catholic Crusaders sack Constantinople destroying many buildings and plundering artworks, making off
with them to Venice where some remain to this day.
1453 - 1908

Mehmet II, leader of the Ottoman Turkish tribes, captures Constantinople in 1453, and makes it his capital.
Stretching from Africa to the Balkans, the Empire reaches its greatest extent with the conquests of
Suleiman the Magnificent (1520-1566), who is finally repulsed from the gates of Vienna. Crimean War
(1853-56) with English and French fighting Russia on the side of the Turks.
1908 - Today

Beginning of the “Young Turk” revolutionary movement resulting in the emergence of Mustafa Kemal
(known as Ataturk or “Father of the Turks") as national leader. 1923 Proclamation of the Turkish Republic,
with Ataturk as President. He undertakes numerous reforms, including the adoption of the Latin alphabet,
and rapidly modernises the country. He moves the capital from Istanbul (officially given the name in 1930)
to Ankara, in the geographic centre of the country. Turkey is neutral in World War II and joins NATO in 1952.

The occupation of Constantinople and Smyrna by the
Allies in the aftermath of World War I prompted the
establishment of the Turkish National Movement. Under
the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha, a military
commander who had distinguished himself during
the Battle of Gallipoli, the Turkish War of
Independence was waged with the aim of revoking the
terms of the Treaty of Sèvres.
By 18 September 1922, the occupying armies were
expelled, and the Ankara-based Turkish regime, which
declared itself the legitimate government of the country
in April 1920, started to formalize the legal transition from
the old Ottoman into the new Republican political
system. On 1 November, the newly founded parliament
formally abolished the Sultanate, thus ending 623 years
of Ottoman rule. The Treaty of Lausanne of 24 July 1923
led to the international recognition of the sovereignty of
the newly formed "Republic of Turkey" as the continuing
state of the Ottoman Empire, and the republic was
officially proclaimed on 29 October 1923 in Ankara, the
country's new capital] The Lausanne treaty stipulated
a population exchange between Greece and Turkey,
whereby 1.1 million Greeks left Turkey for Greece in
exchange for 380,000 Muslims transferred from Greece
to Turkey.
* Pasha is equivalent to the British title of Lord

Turkey is at the northeast end of the Mediterranean Sea in
southeast Europe and southwest Asia. To the north there is the
Black Sea and to the west is the Aegean Sea. Its neighbors are
Greece and Bulgaria to the west, Russia, Ukraine, and
Romania to the north and northwest (through the Black Sea),
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Iran to the east, and Syria
and Iraq to the south. The Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara,
and the Bosporus divide the country.

Ankara is the capital of Turkey since
the empire's fall in 1923 and the
country's second largest city and has a
population of 4,338,620.
Ankara is a very old city with
various Hittite, Phrygian, Hellenistic,
Roman, Byzantine,
and Ottoman archaeological sites.
Ankara is an important commercial
and industrial city. It is the center of
the Turkish Government, and houses all
foreign embassies. It is an important
crossroads of trade, strategically
located at the center of Turkey's
highway and railway networks, and
serves as the marketing center for the
surrounding agricultural area. The city
was famous for its long-haired Angora
goat and its prized wool (mohair), a
unique breed of cat (Angora
cat), Angora rabbits and their
prized Angora wool, pears, honey, and
the region's muscat grapes.

Our friends come from Yalova. This is a city located in
northwestern Turkey, near the eastern coast of the Sea of Marmara,
and it is the capital of the Yalova Province. Yalova has a city
population of 100.863, while the population of the Yalova Province is
118.998. as of 2011. The mayor town is Yakup Koçal.

Yalova has a few tourist
attractions, including the Köşk, an
Ottoman-Turkish style mansion
that was used by Atatürk, the
founder of the modern Turkey,
during his visits to the city. This
mansion has a legend
connected to it. It is often
referred to as the 'walking house'
because, as the legend goes,
Atatürk believed the mansion was
too close to a beautiful tree, so
he ordered the mansion to walk.
The house did just that, and
moved 3 km down the waterfront
to its current resting place (of
course, with the help of rail system
built underneath the building, not
metaphysically).

Built by the Byzantine emperor
Giustinian. The Kurşunlu Baths crumbled to
the ground over time due to natural disasters
and wars. In 1900 Ottoman ruler Sultan
Abdulhamid ordered its repair. It was named
Kurşunlu because the roof of the baths was
covered in lead. The outside of the building
bears an Ottoman epitaph on marble.
Yalova Thermal Hot Spring Resort is an
enterprise of the Ministry of Health. In this
facility, which was honored by the words of
our great leader Atatürk - 'This place will be
the water city of the future'! - , manuel
therapy, massage, paraffin therapy and
acupuncture are rendered in an atmosphere
where the nature and the water meet.
Thermal is a marvellous natural beauty
where you can do the sport activities
needed for a healthy life. A sports-hall
including table tennis, basketball and
voleyball courts and a jogging track are
available. You'll do these activities by the
side of the Gökçedere dam-lake while
enjoying its fascinating landscape and you'll
never forget your joggings through the
natural beauties to Sudüşen Waterfall.

10. Ankara

Turkey’s capital city, Ankara, is a sprawling, modern city home to government buildings, commercial
businesses, universities and foreign embassies. Located right in the center of the country and the
Anatolia region, Ankara is an important transportation hub, linking travelers to other major
destinations in Turkey. The city itself city offers a lively arts and culture scene with a large
concentration of museums, including the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations .

Perched on a strategic hilltop overlooking the plains of Mesopotamia in southeastern Turkey,
Mardin is the capital of the Mardin Province. One of the oldest settlements in the region,
Mardin is best known for its cultural diversity and Old City of sandstone buildings that cascade
down the hill.

One of the oldest cities in the world and best known for its remarkable Seljuk architecture and
Whirling Dervishes, Konya is a large city in Turkey’s Central Anatolia Region. In the 12th and
13th centuries, Konya prospered as a capital city under the rule of the Seljuk Dynasty. Today,
attractive buildings from that era can still be admired such as the Alaeddin Mosque and the
ruins of the Seljuk Palace.

Nestled along the beautiful Turkish Riviera on the Mediterranean coastline, Antalya is a large,
vibrant city welcoming tourists with numerous resorts, hotels, bars and restaurants.
Spectacular scenery frames the city with gorgeous beaches and lush green mountains dotted
with ancient ruins. From swimming and sailing to mountain climbing, sightseeing and family
fun, Antalya offers something for everyone.

One of Turkey’s most popular seaside resorts, Marmaris is a picture-perfect setting of pine-clad
mountains, sandy white beaches, turquoise waters and historic architecture. Located along the
Turkish Riviera in southwest Turkey, this stunning cruise port is a tourist paradise with
exceptional sightseeing opportunities, water sports, adventure, fantastic dining and buzzing
nightlife.

A major port in ancient Pamphylia and occupied by Alexander the Great in 4th century BC, Side
today is a picturesque town of classic ruins and modern day resorts overlooking sandy white
beaches. Located on a small peninsula, Side offers fantastic sightseeing, dining and nightlife.
Its star attraction is an excavated site of ancient Hellenistic and Roman ruins that include the
remnants of a colossal amphitheater and various temples.

Located in the southern Aegean region of Turkey, Bodrum was once home to the Mausoleum, one
of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.Today, its intriguing ruins, stunning beaches and
cliff-top resorts attract people from all over the world. No visit to Bodrum would be complete
without seeing the Castle of St. Peter, also known as Bodrum Castle. Built from 1402 by the
Knights Hospitaller it now operates as a museum.

By the 1st century BC, Ephesus was one of the largest cities in all of the Roman Empire, boasting
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the Temple of Artemis. The ruins of Ephesus
are well preserved and contained within a large archaeological site, making it one of Turkey’s
most popular tourist attractions. Its attractions include the massive Theater, the Temple of
Hadrian and the magnificent Celsus Library, a two-story structure that was built to house more
than 12,000 scrolls.

Situated in Central Anatolia, Cappadocia is best known for its fairytale landscape of unusual
formations resembling chimneys, cones, mushrooms and pinnacles. Natural processes such
as ancient volcanic eruptions and erosion have all sculpted these odd formations over the
ages. Thousands of years ago, mankind added remarkable touches to the landscape by
carving out houses, churches and underground cities from the soft rock.

Once serving as the capital of the Ottoman and Byzantine Empires, Istanbul today is the largest
city in Turkey and one of the largest in the world. Istanbul stretches across a narrow strait that
connects Asia and Europe, making it the only city in the world spanning two continents.
Impressive architecture, historic sites, dining, shopping, nightlife and exotic atmosphere all
make Istanbul one of the best places to Visit in Turkey.

Istanbul is the largest city
in Turkey , constituting the country's
economic, cultural, and historical
heart. With a population of 13.9
million, the city forms one of
the largest urban agglomerations in
Europe and is the second-largest
city in the world by population
within city limits. Istanbul's vast area
of 5,343 square kilometers (2,063 sq
mi) is coterminous with Istanbul
Province , Of which the city is the
administrative capital. Istanbul is a
transcontinental city , straddling
the Bosphorus -one of the world's
busiest waterways-in northwestern
Turkey, between the Sea of
Marmara and the Black Sea . Its
commercial and historical center
lies in Europe, while a third of its
population lives in Asia.

Many people in Turkey commemorate the first
gathering of the Grand National Assembly (the
Turkish Parliament), which took place on April 23,
1920, by attending local ceremonies or laying
wreaths at monuments of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk,
the founder of the Turkish Republic. The biggest
ceremony takes place at the Ataturk Mausoleum in
Ankara.
Because Ataturk reportedly dedicated the Turkish
Republic to children, Turkish schoolchildren take
seats in the Parliament for the day and symbolically
govern the country. They elect a president who then
addresses the country on national television.
Children’s festivals take place throughout the
country. The state-run Turkish Radio and Television
Corporation (TRT) brings children, aged eight to 14,
from different countries around the world to Turkey.
These children stay with Turkish families for a week
and participate in children’s festivals, which
culminate is a gala-performance.
The most common symbols of National
Sovereignty and Children’s Day are:
A globe or a circle, symbolizing the world.
A group of children holding hands, symbolizing unity.
The Turkish flag, symbolizing Turkish statehood.
These symbols are commonly seen on National
Sovereignty and Children’s Day in Turkey.

Atatürk Commemoration and Youth &
Sports Day (the arrival of Atatürk in
Samsun in 1919, and the beginning of the
War of Independence)
In the run-up to the May 19 celebrations,
young Turkish athletes carry the national
flag from Samsun, a Black Sea port from
where Mustafa Kemal Atatürk started
Turkey’s War of Independence in 1919, to
Ankara, the country’s capital. The
marathon usually takes about 10 days.
The Turkish president accepts the flag at
a ceremony on May 19.
Various sports events take place on
May 19 throughout Turkey. Many people
celebrate this day by watching athletes
perform at their local stadiums or by
participating in sports events that are
open to the public, such as halfmarathons. University students usually
prepare special programs for their
teachers and parents on this day.

Military parades on August 30
and ceremonies at monuments
to Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, who
founded the Turkish Republic,
are some common ways to
celebrate Victory Day in Turkey.
Turkish flags often adorn shops,
public offices and people's
houses on this day. Many
people in Turkey celebrate
Victory Day by attending
military parades, which take
place in many big cities
throughout the country. Air
forces celebrate the day with
demonstration flights. The jets
involved in such flights usually
leave a red-and-white trail,
symbolizing the Turkish flag.

The Turkish Republic’s founder Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk proclaimed Republic Day
as Turkey’s most important holiday.
Many people go to local stadiums on
October 29 to watch performances
dedicated to Republic Day in Turkey.
Such performances usually consist of
theater sketches, poetry readings and
traditional Turkish dances. Many school
children participate in school
performances for parents and teachers.
Parades may take place in some cities
and politicians may give public speeches
on this day. Many people also lay wreaths
to Atatürk’s monuments or visit Atatürk’s
mausoleum in the country’s capital,
Ankara.
In the evening of October 29 many
cities have traditional processions with
flags and musical bands to commemorate
Republic Day in Turkey. The processions
usually end with fireworks, which begin
after dark.

